58                  TURKEY IN TRAVAIL
coming. The Germans made great efforts to revive
their Turkish allies to further effort. So important to
the succes of the Central Powers was the co-operation
of Turkey that in 1917 the Kaiser himself paid a state
visit to the Sultan in Stambul. But the vitality of the
Ottoman Empire was already gone.
Within the camp the ordinary life continued. Some
arranged concert parties. Some plotted escapes. Many
sat patiently like stalled oxen and waited for the end.
Some grew wild, and one party gambled heavily. I saw
a player with a bad hand at poker stake his parcels from
home and his pay for a month, and so reduced himself
to living on bread and water for thirty days.
With care I made my own plans for escape with
disloyal Arabs and Greeks, but as ever when the last
minute came they failed me. My final plan was ready
when orders came to exchange sick prisoners. I had
helped to arrange details of the exchange, and was at
the railway station when my attention was directed to
a waggon in a siding with curtains drawn and a sentry
on guard. I was allowed to look in. Inside sat some
forty Germans with their faces in bandages. " The
Arabs of Feisal," he continued, " did that. They took
out their eyes, cut off their ears and cut their tongues
and mutilated them." In the half-light the men fumbled
aimlessly or sat dead-still as blind men will.
The first exchanges were over. All the sick were
gone when more prisoners for exchange were required.
I ate cordite, that I had kept hidden, till my heart leapt
and sighed, and swallowed hard-boiled eggs till a con-
gested liver turned me yellow. Then with the aid of a